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Having only arrived in Mackay 9 months 
ago I see a city that has not been 
without it’s struggles and challenges. I 
have heard stories of how people have 
had to rally together to survive and 
rejuvenate the city so that everyone 
could once again be proud of the 
place they inhabit. A true testament to 
the human spirit and the tenacity to 
continue despite the odds. 

This could also be said of the people 
that I got to know and work alongside 
throughout the creation of this project. 
The people that call the region home 
and those that despite adversity 
would, as my neighbour Molly says, 
“live to annoy someone another day.” 
I was keen to explore with others 
this idea of strength and the will to 

go on particularly if you feel you’re a 
vulnerable member of the community 
or perceived to be so. Where is it that 
we draw strength from to continue? 
The people I interviewed, listened to 
and spent time with have different 
ideas on this, it could be yourself, your 
god, your friends, family, pets or the 
environment around you. But this idea 
of support, wherever you draw it from 
was a common thread for everyone, we 
can’t do it alone. And that sentiment 
is at the heart of this project both 
creatively and on the organisational 
side. I love that about this community 
already, a willingness to give and 
support each other and a generosity of 
spirit.

Thank you to the wonderful Crossroad 

Directors notes:
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Arts staff, our extraordinary volunteers 
and our committed Management 
Committee. And to each and every 
person that contributed through either 
generously sharing your story, a photo, 
idea or your skills or gave of your time 
to lend a hand to support not only 
this production but also the greater 
good we’re all trying to achieve here at 
Crossroad Arts - equality for all. 

Thank you.

Director/ Producer: 
Alison Richardson 

Co-Producer: 
Autumn Skuthorpe 

Production Manager: 
Simon Pope

Marketing Officer: 
Sacha Davis 

Videographer: 
Brenden Hayles 

Photographer: 
Cherrie Hughes

Front of House coordinator: 
Dan Bonham

Auslan interpreter (Saturday July 28): 

Anna Duncan 

Audio describer (Saturday July 28): 

Imogen Yang

Tour Guides: 
Autumn Skuthorpe, Lauren Heitman, 
Tammy Swift and Noni Luck 

Thank you all for coming along and 
we all hope you enjoy what we have 
created for you!

Alison Richardson 
Crossroad Arts 
Artistic Director/ CEO



“I don’t really like people controlling my life because it makes me feel weak in a 
way so I try to have courage and push hard, which makes my life better.” 
- Brenden Borellini

What does it mean to feel exposed and vulnerable as a male in today’s society 
particularly when living in a regional area of Australia? Does one hide behind 
bravado and loud displays of what a male ‘should’ be in order to conform and feel 
more in control? Or is the tendency to hide away in fear of showing your true and 
often vulnerable self?

Over several weeks together we explored these questions and aimed to challenge 
assumptions around masculinity, appearance, ability and vulnerability and look at 
the role that we all play each other’s lives.

Performers / Co-collaborators: Brenden Borellini, Mick Conlon and Matt Tandy

Director / Co-collaborator: Alison Richardson 

Sound Designer: Matt Tandy

Video Artist: Brenden Hayles

Site Crew: Trevor May and Jayden Junior

Thank you to the following males for their willingness to be interviewed on the themes of 
strength, masculinity and vulnerability: Mathew Bing, Joel Bow, Barnaby Brown, George 
Christensen, Adrian Connors, David Conway, Evan Daly, Matthew Izard, Scott Jamieson, Neil 
Kroeger, Patrick McGee, Wayne McMurtrie, Robert Myles, Charles Oni, Gavan Porter, Matt Tandy 
and Greg Williamson.

Tour Stop #1
Mackay Visitor Information Centre
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Over 10 weeks students from Mackay District Special School and residents from 
Homefield Aged Care Centre came together to not only meet and learn about each 
other but also engage in a shared creative activity together - portraiture photography.

They worked alongside each other to learn skills in composition, lighting and 
photoshop and also how to use their camera phones, iPads and digital cameras to 
take photos of each other. Stories and chats over morning tea were also shared along 
with a joint excursion to Harbour Beach as each group got to know each other in a 
creative context.

The result is a photography exhibition of large scale portraits that were selected by 
each participant and taken by their new ‘unlikely’ friend.

Mackay District Special School participants: Ethan Azzopardi, Madyson Dutton, Mackenzie 
Hogan, Trinity Keane, Patricia Legett, Tymekka Locke, Jack Machen, Breannan Moir,  
Daisy Parnaby, Scarlett Smith and Bayley Veitch.

Homefield residents: Maureen Elliman, Ina (Fay) Hughes, Patricia Laker and Henry Vianna

Digital Artist / Video Design / Workshop Facilitator: Donna Robinson

Support Facilitator: Matt Tandy

Installation Assistant: Diana Sepulveda

Thank You: Wendy Stream, Peter Aay, Cindy Bass from Bluecare, Faye Manttan and the support 
staff from Mackay District Special School, TJs Picture Framing and We Are Queensland for their 
financial assistance.

Tour Stop #2
Bluecare Homefield Aged Care Facility



“You can go through your whole life with your head down and change nothing or 
you can hold your head up & smile and change someone’s life” 
- Molly James

A street can bring together all kinds of characters and encounters can happen 
between people over fences, as you’re putting the bins out or taking the dog for a 
walk.

But how is it that at times we can live side by side with our neighbours for years and 
never get to know them? And yet then sometimes we can have one short encounter 
with someone and they can leave an indelible mark on us forever. Two people 
perceived to be vulnerable show us their unique bond and their inner strength in 
this unlikely encounter.

Story Contributors: Molly James, Stewart Willan and Wendy Willan

Director / Producer: Alison Richardson

Video Artist: Donna Robinson

Sound Designer: Matt Tandy

Site Crew: Zarra Linnane and Hayley Long

Tour Stop #3
Donaldson St, West Mackay



What impact have we as humans had on our natural environment that has left it and 
in turn us vulnerable? How does nature send us often destructive reminders that the 
footprint we leave however micro we think it is can have a universal effect? Maybe 
we need a Protector of the Ocean, maybe we need a hug...? 

Over several months Crossroad Arts’ seasoned performers researched and explored 
these concerns in this site specific movement and sound based piece.

Performers / Co-collaborators: Georgia Knoll, Sally Morley, Matthew Deane & Natasha Tomlinson

Scuba Divers: Dan Bonham, Barnaby Brown, Mick Conlon, Wayne McMurtrie, Matt Tandy.

Tale from Magnetic Island: Maureen Elliman

Director / Co-collaborator: Alison Richardson

Sound Designer: Matt Tandy, with final track designed by Peter Kennard

Video Artist: Brenden Hayles

Site Crew: Mathew Bing, Dylan Waterson, Jade Fiyen and Jessica Kirsopp

Thank You: Stan and Hannah Ridland and Mackay Harbour Surf Lifesaving Club, Pioneer High 
School, Kara Day, Maggie McKeown, Peter McCallum, Emma Barrett from Mackay Conservation 
Group and Tony and Beverly Fontes

Tour Stop #4
Harbour Beach



Crossroad Arts staff: 
Artistic Director/ CEO: Alison Richardson  
Executive Officer: Autumn Skuthorpe  
Arts Worker: Matt Tandy 

Crossroad Arts’ Management Committee: 
Marie Cameron, Sharon Bond, Sacha Davis, Karen Beckham, David Conway  
and Anne Clutterbuck

For more information on Crossroad Arts please contact:  
> admin@crossroadarts.com.au > 07 4953 5122 or visit www.crossroadarts.com.au

Thank you: 
Porters Mitre 10, Mackay Entertainment & Convention Centre, Alison Fiyen, Fergus 
Alexander, Cynthia Gregg, Emily Heaslip, Karen Morley, Tony Moore, Anita Kroeger, 
and the parents and support workers of the performers.

‘Crossroad Arts is proudly supported by:


